
ANSWER KEY – SAMPLE ITEMS 

1. Option B - Effective rules are usually stated positively. Stating rules negatively, as in "Rules 

should be stated negatively (do not speak out of turn)" or especially "Rules should use detailed and 

specific language to describe...", proscribe specific behaviors, but by definition “allow” all other 

behaviors not discussed. Further, it sends students the message that they are expected to 

misbehave, and makes positive reinforcement difficult. (It makes more sense to say, “Class, you 

can play for 15 minutes because you did an excellent job of working quietly today,” than to say, 

“You did a good job of not yelling and bothering other students, so you may play outside”). While 

it may be appropriate to phrase rules politely, simply doing this does not have the same impact as 

stating them positively. 

 

2. Option C-  When resolving behavior problems, teachers should strive to be consistent and 

objective. Consistency is important because students will not feel that they are being singled out 

and treated differently than other students, and objectivity is key because practicing it will prevent 

the teacher’s own biases from affecting his or her students. Together, objectivity and consistency 

will help the teacher run the classroom fairly and earn students’ respect. "Consistent and 

judgmental" is incorrect because teachers should avoid reacting judgmentally to behavior. This 

can aggravate behavior problems with students who conclude that the teacher just “doesn’t like” 

them or “doesn’t understand” them. While patience and collaboration maybe useful in dealing with 

behavior problems, they are not as important as consistency and objectivity because being patient 

and/or collaborative alone does not provide a mode for directly addressing the behavior (i.e., one 

could be patient and collaborative but still inconsistent and ineffective at solving the behavior 

problem). 

 

3. Option D  

 

4. Option D 

 

5. Option C - As students enter adolescence, their social lives will most likely revolve around 

membership in a small social group that has a shared set of values and interests. While students 

maintain interest in family, they will increasingly choose to spend more time with friends. While 

violence is likely to affect the lives of some students, physical insecurity is not a predominant 

characteristic of most adolescents. Adolescents also begin to show an increased interest in their 

ethnic or cultural heritage as part of the identity-formation process. 

6. Option D - Exploring their own cultural heritage would directly impact the identity formation 

process (developing a set of personal values and goals). While such a project may also teach 

students tolerance if the projects are shared with the class, the actual process of researching one’s 

own background would facilitate identity formation more than tolerance. 

7. Option B  

8. Option C  

9. Option A 

10. Option D 

11. The correct answer is (B). Discovery learning allows students to explore material on their own 

and arrive at conclusions. In expository teaching, students are presented with subject matter 

organized by the teacher. Choices (A), (C), and (D) are not typically contrasted with discovery 

learning. 

12. The correct answer is (B). An organized, focused, collaborative effort to share ideas, determine 

actions, and monitor results is most likely to meet with success.(A) keeps the teachers isolated and 

engaged in habits that are not effective. (C) describes a strategy that discourages student 

motivation and engagement and is not an effective way for teachers to share ideas. Similarly, 

having one representative work out a narrow set of ideas with administrators who are not directly 

engaged in teaching the students may create a barrier to developing ideas and sharing effective 



practices. Additionally, if there is no expectation for an identified practice to be tried widely, there 

will be no way to see whether it works. 

13. The correct answer is (B). A student’s percentile rank indicates the percent of students in a 

particular group that received lower raw scores on a test than the student did. It shows the 

student’s relative position, or rank, among a group of students in the same grade who were tested 

at the same time of year (fall, midyear, or spring). Thus, for example, if a student earned a 

percentile rank of 72 on a science test, he or she scored higher than 72 percent of the students in 

the group, and conversely, 28 percent of the students in the group scored higher than the student. 

Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99. 

14. The correct answer is (D). Trust and practical flexibility are essential to teaching contexts that 

enhance reflective practice. Student input (B) would be useful for improving practice. Conceptual 

frameworks (C) can focus and provide discipline for the reflective process. Peer coaching (A) is 

useful in reflective practice. 

 

15. The correct answer is (B). Inquiry-based learning is a best practice that engages students in 

the learning process. Students are able to have choice and control in an inquiry-based setting. 

Choices (A), (C), and (D) are strategies initiated by the teacher. Conducting lessons using a lecture 

format does not actively engage students. Creating classroom rules without input from students 

(D) is more likely to contribute to a negative classroom environment. 

 

16. The correct answer is (C). Vygotsky’s zone of proximal development begins with what students 

can do independently, in this case single-digit addition, and provides guidance to help students 

learn a new skill, two-digit addition with regrouping. The teacher is providing support until the 

student is able to complete the task independently. Choices (A), (B), and (D) describe activities 

that the students can complete independently. Therefore, the students do not need teacher 

guidance to master these skills. 

 

 

17. The correct answer is (C). Flexible ability grouping allows teachers to provide instruction at 

the level of the students in the group. Students can move in or out of groups as their ability level 

changes. Choices (A), (B), and (D) do not describe a benefit of flexible ability grouping in the 

classroom. 

18. The correct answer is (C). Students are more cooperative with rules that make sense to them 

than they are with seemingly arbitrary regulations. Choice (A) is incorrect because classroom rules 

and procedures should be modeled and practiced with students. Choice (B) is incorrect because 

merely stating the rules will not establish authority and is likely to foster a negative learning 

environment. Choice (D) is incorrect because creating many rules for the classroom is likely to 

overwhelm students and contribute to a negative learning environment. 

19. The correct answer is (C). The student’s solutions often seem novel at first but later prove to be 

viable. Choices (A), (B), and (D) express common misconceptions about creativity and creative 

thinking. 

20. The correct answer is (A). A scaffold is a temporary learning aid designed to help the student 

to grow in independence as a learner; thus, once the skill the scaffold is intended to hel p teach 

has been mastered, the scaffold should be withdrawn. Asking the students to come up with their 

own list of terms to use in the new assignment in effect withdraws the scaffold and encourages 

independence 

21. The correct answer is (D). Inductive reasoning asks students to make observations and 

inferences in order to draw a conclusion. 

22. The correct answer is (D). Dewey proposed the connection of education to meaningful 

experiences. Through actively engaging in these experiences, students gain new knowledge of their 

world 

23. The correct answer is (A). The physiological need for warmth is not being met, so the students 

are not able to focus on learning. The deficiency, or basic needs are said to motivate people when 

they are unmet. Also, the need to fulfil such needs will become stronger the longer the duration 



they are denied. One must satisfy lower level basic needs before progressing on to meet higher 

level growth needs. Once these needs have been reasonably satisfied, one may be able to reach the 

highest level called self-actualization. 

24. The correct answer is (B). The students are instructed to assess each other’s drafts and the 

teacher does not record the results. 

25. The correct answer is (B). A norm-referenced reading test compares the performance of each 

student to the performance of a local or national norm group. 

26. The correct answer is (C). The consensus among educational researchers is that students will 

learn only when motivated. To be motivated to learn, students must find academic activities 

meaningful and worthwhile and work toward learning goals (to gain knowledge and master skills), 

not merely toward performance goals (to appear capable in the eyes of others). By discussing 

learning goals with the students, the teacher helps them have motivation to learn 

27. D - I, II, III and IV. All of the above study skills would be used by students following a detailed 

checklist. An organizational aid can show students a means by which to organize themselves for 

future projects. It is a non-verbal form of modeling organizational thought. 

28. Option B  is the correct answer. Norm-referenced Assessment. IQ tests are generally the most 

well known form of norm-referenced assessments. The “norm” is a comparative measure. An IQ 

test ranks intelligence of the test-taker to the intelligence of other test takers, and is therefore 

“referenced” to the “norm.” 

29. Option B is the correct answer. Negative reinforcement. Self-efficacy is a part of social learning 

theory that suggests that modeling positive behaviors, speech patterns, and ways of thinking will 

teach students how to succeed. Negative reinforcement is likely to teach students how to respond 

in negative ways that will not promote success. 

30. Option C is the correct answer  - Teachers. Because teachers can apply this information for 

instructional purposes, it would be most to useful to them. Teachers can understand the 

proficiencies and deficiencies of their students through this information and teach accordingly. 

31. Option C is the correct answer .Pairing up low-performing students with high-performing 

students on certain assignments. Doing this would be most in line with Vygotsky’s “Zone of 

Proximal Development” that suggests that achievement is compelled by an individual working 

with an individual who has mastered the information. 

32. Option A is the correct answer. That students have basic needs that must be met in order for them to 

succeed. Maslow’s theory of the “Hierarchy of Needs” suggests that in order for a person to reach their 

potential certain needs must be fulfilled, beginning with a person’s psychological needs, followed by safety, 

love/belonging, esteem and finally, self-actualization. 

33. Option D is the correct answer .Performances of scenes in small groups because this will allow a 

kinesthetic learner to actively participate and interact with the text. A kinesthetic learner needs 

opportunities to be active during the process of learning. 

34. Option A is the correct answer. - Reliance on prior knowledge. This is the most correct answer because 

at the heart of a constructivist classroom is the idea that knowledge is built on prior knowledge. While the 

other strategies may be useful and effective, the teacher must know that the students have the requisite 

knowledge to approach increasingly difficult material. 

35. Option A is the correct answer. Assigning a Cliff Notes, or other study guide version. That 

would not be an acceptable strategy for the reason that it suggests that students cannot gain the 

ability to do increasingly complex work and simply provides an incomplete version of the material. 

36. Option C is the correct answer - Align the test to her day to day teaching objectives. A valid 

test is one that tests exactly the material taught. The concept of validity is critical to proper 

assessment creation and will stand up to the scrutiny of students/parents/ teachers/administrators 

who may question the fairness of an assessment. 

37. Option A - Teacher-centered instructional methods. An essentialist approach tends to be subject-

focused and teacher-directed. It teaches the essentials in the most direct possible manner. 

38. Option C  

39. Option A 

40. Option C  

41. Option D 



42. Option A 

43. Option A 

44. Option C  

45. Option C. 

46. Option D  

47. Option B  

48. Option B 

49. Option A 

50. Option D 


