


Lesson From
Surah Kahaf



Let us begin by quoting a hadith indicating 
the fact that all the prophets warned their 
nation against Ad-Dajjaal (The anti-Christ). 

Narrated by Ibn Umar, Once Allah's 
Messenger (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) stood amongst the people, 
glorified and praised Allah (هلالج لج) as He 
deserved and then mentioned the Dajjaal
saying, "l warn you against him (i.e. the 
Dajjaal) and there was no prophet but 
warned his nation against him. No doubt, 
Noah warned his nation against him but I 
tell you about him something of which no 
prophet told his nation before me. You 
should know that he is one-eyed, and 
Allah is not one-eyed." (Sahih Bukhari
3337)



In another narration, Abu Huraira reported, that 
prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:
Shall I not tell you about the False Messiah of 
which no prophet has told his people before? 
Verily, he is blind in one eye. He will come with 
the likeness of paradise and fire. He will bring it 
and say it is paradise, yet it is actually fire. Verily, 
I have warned you just as Noah had warned his 
people. (Sahih Bukhari 3160)



However, our beloved 
prophet gave us guidance to 
safeguard ourselves from the 
trials and tribulations of Ad-
Dajjaal. It is authentically 
reported from prophet (peace 
be upon him):
Whoever memorizes ten 
verses from the beginning of 
Surah al-Kahf will be immune 
to the False Messiah.

In another 
narration, the 
Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said:
From the last ten 
verses of Surah al-
Kahf. (Sahih Muslim 
809)



he will ask people to worship him in lieu of Allah (هلالج لج)Trial of Faith

he will be given powers to 
tempt people with wealthTrial of Wealth

he will test people with the knowledge 

and news he gives them

Trial of
Knowledge

he will display his control over earth to people for 

them to believe in him
Trial of Power

Let us delve into understanding the relationship between Surah Al-Kahf
and protection from the trials of Ad-Dajjaal. But before this, we will need 
to understand the trials of Ad-Dajjaal. Ad-Dajjaal will appear in the end of 

times and will test people with following trials:



Since we are now aware 

of the trials of Ad-

Dajjaal, it will help us to 

analyze the above 

hadiths on Surah Al-Kahf

and draw lessons from 

the Surah. 
This is a Makkan Surah and it 
starts with Allah (هلالج لج) praising 
His Holy Self for revealing 
the Quran to prophet 
Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). Then, Allah 
 tells us that He has (هلالج لج)
created the world as a 
temporary abode to test 
mankind. And we know that 
the trials and tribulations 
from Ad-Dajjaal is one the 
major tests from Allah. 
Careful analysis of the Surah 
tells us that it guides us 
through four main stories as 
follows:

7



This is a story of few young men who fled from a town 
where there was prevalent disbelief. They did not succumb 
to the pressure and migrated to preserve their Imaan
(faith). And Allah blessed them by saving their faith. Thus 
this story teaches us about the importance of our faith and 
means to preserve it. This is for the first trial of faith we 
mentioned in the trials of tribulations of Ad-Dajjaal. When 
the Dajjaal appears, the believers will be put to a similar 
test, as he will threaten and kill all those who worship Allah 
alone without any partners. The Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) warned us 
that some of us will surely witness this trial. Umm Sharik
reported, Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said

The People of the cave (Story 1)

“The people will flee from the 

False Messiah into the mountains”.



The lesson to learn from this story is that Allah Almighty 
puts the faith of a person to trial. When Allah Almighty puts 
the faith to trial and when a believer is steadfast in his or 
her faith, then Allah assists them in ways that are beyond 
comprehension.

Moreover, the story also gives the lesson that a Muslim 
must always remain in the company of people who are 
good and righteous. The men of cave were all righteous, 
thus, their being together is one of the factors that 
attracted the mercy and assistance of Allah Almighty. 

Thus, a Muslim should be steadfast in his or her faith and 
remain in the company of good people, as is mentioned in 
Quran. 

The People of the cave (Story 1)

Lesson



The Owner of the Garden (Story 2)

Allah (هلالج لج) gives us a parable of two men in this 
story. One of them was rich and Allah (هلالج لج) 
blessed him with wealth and children, while 
the other was not. Allah’s (هلالج لج) says,
Wealth and Children are (but) adornment of 
worldly life. But the enduring good deeds are 
better to your Lord for reward and better for 
(one’s) hope. (Surah Al-Kahf 18:46)  

And in the same Surah Allah (هلالج لج) tells us, the 
purpose of worldly adornment,
We have indeed made whatever is on earth 
as an adornment for it, in order to test which 
of them is best in deeds. (Surah Al-Kahf 18:7)  



The Owner of the Garden (Story 2)

The blessings of wealth and children are test; we can 
earn Allah’s pleasure or displeasure by the way we 
use them. In this story, the wealthy man denies the 
Hereafter, as he is captivated with this world and its 
adornments. He also disregards the advice of his 
friend and proudly states that if the Hour occurred, 
he would be provided with an even better share as 
Allah (هلالج لج) held him dear. He mistook the blessings of 
this world, Allah (هلالج لج) bestowed on him, as his reward 
and not as a test. This story highlights the dangers of 
pride due to one’s possession in this life. Allah (هلالج لج) 
states, how his actions are wronging his own self. 
Ungratefulness is equated to “disbelief” in this story 
by Allah (هلالج لج). Thus this story teaches us how to be 
humble and always be grateful to the blessings of 
Allah (هلالج لج). How one’s haughtiness becomes a cause 
of his destruction. This story also highlights the 
temporary nature of this world and our 
accountability in the hereafter. Thus this story helps 
us in safeguarding from the trial of wealth.   



The Owner of the Garden (Story 2)

From this story also a Muslim can learn 
two lessons. The first lesson is that all the 
wealth is also a test from Allah Almighty. 
Therefore, to those whom He grants, He is 
actually testing them whether they will be 
grateful to Him or not. Secondly, a Muslim 
must also learn the lesson that the things 
of this world are all temporary and 
transient, therefore, when they are 
available one must thank Allah and spend 
on the ones who don’t have these worldly 
pleasures available to them. In Quran, 
Allah Almighty perfectly explains the 
condition of the worldly things.

Lesson



Musa meeting with Khidr, peace be 
upon both of them (Story 3)

This story summarizes the importance of 

knowledge and highlights to us, that supreme 

knowledge only belongs to Allah (هلالج لج). Allah (هلالج لج) 

bestows knowledge among his servants 

however He wishes. This story has sub stories 

within it, telling us that every calamity is a 

blessing in disguise. The true purpose of 

happenings around us is only known to Allah 

 We must always trust in the actions of .(هلالج لج)

Allah (هلالج لج) and submit to His decree. This story 

also lets us know the importance of being 

righteous. In the story of the orphans; the wall 

was strengthened and the treasure protected 

from the villagers for the orphans due to the 

righteous father. 



Musa meeting with Khidr, peace be 
upon both of them (Story 3)

Lesson:

The lesson to be learnt from this story is that 

knowledge is not something, which one should 

be proud of, rather, having knowledge of 

things should teach humility to a person and 

one should know that there is always someone 

who is more knowledgeable and has a better 

understanding of things than one’s own self.
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Story of Dhul-Qarnayn and 
his travels (Story 4)

The last story in the Surah is of the great King Dhul-
Qarnayn, who was given knowledge and power. He 
had armies, war equipment, siege machinery, etc. He 
was known as ‘the one with two horns’, as he 
dominated the east and the west. In spite of his might, 
he was God-fearing and just ruler. 
When requested for help due to the power he 
possessed; he did not boast about himself, but 
attributed the blessing to Allah (هلالج لج). This story 
highlights how to deal with the power, Allah (هلالج لج) has 
bestowed upon you. Whether you will act justly or 
unjustly when you are in power.  



Hipsty
le

Story of Dhul-Qarnayn and 
his travels (Story 4)

Lesson:

The lesson to be learnt from this story is that power is 
also a gift from Allah and to those whom He gives 
power; He tests them by doing so. Therefore, those 
who have power over and compared to others should 
use this power to do good and make the lives of other 
easier and fight evil as well.
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Thus, to conclude, this entire 
Surah reminds us that life is a test 
and we shall be tested in many 
different ways. The tests will be of 
faith, wealth, knowledge and 
power. This Surah reminds us to 
thank Allah (هلالج لج) for our blessings, 
we should always humble 
ourselves in front of Him. We 
need to appreciate Allah’s (هلالج لج) 
blessings and Say, “MASHA ALLAH 
LA QUWWATA ILLA BILLAH”.  
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These are just a few reflections upon 
Surah Al-Kahf and its relevance to the 
tribulation of the Dajjaal. The Surah 
reminds us of the afflictions endured by 
believers before us, and the deception of 
appearances that may be in front of us. 
These lesson and the guidance of the 
surah as a whole, when internalized by 
the believers, will offer protection from 
the tremendous trials to come. For this 
reason, we should recite the entire 
surah and reflect upon it at least once a 
week on Friday, or if not the entire surah, 
then at least ten verses from either the 
beginning or the end.

and Allah knows best.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fu_VA0mIl10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sLHH8S9D7U


In the end our claim is that all 
praise be to Allah هلالج لج the Lord of 
the Worlds.


